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	LESSON PLAN ITALY

	Subject
	History, Citizenship

	Lesson Title
	Italian and Bengali Language and Culture Exchange workshop

	Lesson Objectives

	- learning by doing
- exchanging language and culture
- approaching a new culture and way of life

	Description

	The activity lasted 5 hours over five weeks towards the end of the school year, one hour a week. It involved a group of 10 voluntary Italian students already involved in the project and 6 young male Bengali asylum seekers, who are hosted by a local organization which also runs an Italian language education program. The setting was a classroom in our school, after curricular lessons. The workshop was conducted in Italian, which the Bengals are starting to learn. English was sometimes used to facilitate communication between the pupils and the Bengalis. The first two lessons were based on a “musical exchange”: the Italian pupils chose an Italian song, related to human rights, which had been  performed in a previous project meeting, in Igualada. The song is by an Italian singer, Marco Mengoni (here is the link at the official video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U-4OrzSBfm8). The students worked in pairs to explain the meaning of the words to their Bengali counterparts, integrating their use of Italian with pictures, searches on their devices and gestures.
Then the Bengalis shared their National Anthem with the Italian pupils (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CSGiwf7KlrQ). During the third and fourth lessons, the participants shared some Italian and Bengali proverbs, looking for the meaning behind the proverb and an equivalent in the other language. In this phase, the Bengalis introduced the Italians to their beautiful alphabet. In the last lesson, the pupils and the asylum seekers all worked  together on two presentations to be shown during the final meeting of the project, November 2018 in Italy, one on Bangladeshi culture and language, the other in this workshop experience.

	Preparation

	Before lessons, the participants prepared the necessary material: a short presentation game, the lyrics of the songs, the proverbs.

	Summary of Tasks/actions

	- teaching and learning new words in a foreign language
- teaching and learning new ways of thinking
- sharing musical products 
- building up a ppt presentation
- giving the presentations in front of an audience of teachers and students from the project’s six partner countries, during the Final Festival, Italy November 2018

	Materials / Equipment

	Internet access
Projector
PPT presentation
Song’s lyrics
Students from time to time work all together, in pairs, in mixed groups. 






